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though Rayalaseema was a land-locked region in the
Vijayanagara Empire, as a political unit in the total structures
it shared the prosperity of overseas trade which was
dominated by the Portuguese.
The Commercial History of South India attained a
new phase with the coming of the Portuguese to the country
at the beginning of the sixteenth century and the
establishment of their settlements at places like Goa and
Diu. They practically drove out of the markets, the Arabs,
who had a monopoly of the trade in horse in South India
til! then. They gradually became masters of the trade of the
coast to the exclusion of the Arabs and moplahs and
collected a kind of tribute in grain from a\\ the ports on the
west coast. The political stability provided by the
Vijayanagara Government contributed to the increase of
commercial and political adventures of the Portuguese, Goa,
Dru and Daman became significant. In Bhatkal, Mangalore,
Basrur and Karwar they intensified their commercial activities.
The advent of the Portuguese also marked the decline of
Arab influence. Horse trade became effective link between
Vijayanagara and the Portuguese. However, the historic
battle of Talikota affected their commercial prospects.
Afterwards, new political and economic forces emerged in
South-India. In short, the role of Portuguese in the coastal
trade of the empire was significant as along as the
Vijayanagara empire was stable and powerful. Rayalaseema
had certainly a share in this porsperous and active foreign
trade.